
Terumah (Exodus 25:1-27:19) 

 

Hebrews 8:4-5 

“Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the 

gifts according to the Law; who serve a copy (hypodeigma-an example or imitation of 

something) and shadow (skia-an image cast by an object and representing the form of that 

object; a sketch or outline) of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he 

was about to erect the tabernacle; for, ‘See,’ He says, ‘That you make all things according to the 

pattern which was shown you on the mountain." 

 

Hebrews 10:1 

“For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to command not the very form 

(image) of things, can never by the same sacrifices, year by year, which they offer continually, 

make perfect those who draw near." 

 

It is always beneficial to read these verses in Hebrews before diving into this specific portion of 

the Torah because they are a stark reminder of why every detail is so important to God, but even 

more, vital for us. Moses was instructed and warned—multiple times—to construct the 

tabernacle and institute the divine service according to the pattern which God revealed to him on 

the mountain (Exodus 25:9). Moses was shown every fine detail from God and it was his 

responsibility to ensure that these details were carried out by those performing the work. The 

book of Hebrews sheds light on why this was so crucial: because what the people were asked to 

construct, what Moses saw on the mountain, was the shadow and copy of the true heavenly, 

perfect tabernacle, the one Christ entered into (Hebrews 9:11). Thus, the construction of the 

earthly tabernacle and the duties performed within pointed to a greater reality and work—a 

divine work that we will one day comprehend in full (1 Corinthians 13:12). For now, these 

shadows and copies are what we have to work with. Therefore, one missed or botched detail 

and our representation of what is above will not only be tainted, but gravely misleading. It cannot 

be understated, then, that the planning and construction of the tabernacle was not left to Moses’ 

own invention or imagination. God revealed the details, and Moses saw to it that every detail was 

worked out and resembled the true form given by God.  

 

For many, this instruction to build the tabernacle bears little significance in our time, nor do we 

assign any sort of significance to the divine service that was performed within the tabernacle. 

After all, the tabernacle no longer exists, and even if it did, these things are Jewish customs and 

practices. Contrary to what we may think and believe, this portion of scripture possesses deep 

spiritual truths and instructions for us. Like the tabernacle, everything in the scriptures is a 

shadow or copy of spiritual realities, and we need these copies and shadows to continue teaching 

us of the heavenly kingdom in its true and pure form. This is one of the reasons, perhaps the 

primary reason, why Jesus said that not one stroke or letter of the law has passed away or will 

pass away until all is fulfilled, because it is still necessary for our instruction and 

enlightenment. The patterns and instructions given to Moses pointed and continue to point to 

greater realities—heavenly realities, redemptive realities, and so forth. It is not only important 

that we acknowledge and learn of these shadows and copies, but of even more importance that 

we do not alter them, deviate from them, or discredit their significance. Every stroke and letter of 

the Torah is what enlightens our minds and gives us a glimpse of heavenly substance—the heart 



of God, the Kingdom rule of God, the worship of God. To eliminate the Torah, though only a 

shadow, is to eliminate our blueprint of heavenly, spiritual truths.   

 

The construction of the tabernacle, then, is key, but it is also essential that we remember that 

even Moses himself was a shadow and copy of a greater person, for he was a type of Christ. For 

God said unto Moses in Deuteronomy 18,  

 

Deuteronomy 18:18 

“I will raise up a prophet from among their brothers like you, and I will put My words in his 

mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him." 

 

Jesus came upon the earth in the flesh to reveal to us the realities of the kingdom of heaven. In 

one sense, His mission was the same as Moses: to illuminate the patterns and truths of the 

Father’s kingdom. In another sense, His work was/is greater, for He descended from the 

heavenly kingdom as a faithful Son, was in perfect communication with the Father, and worked 

in exemplary unison with the Master Architect. What Jesus spoke and taught, the miracles 

performed, etc. are, for us, a clearer more exact glimpse into the heavenly kingdom. This is true 

not just because he was God in the flesh, but because He did everything in accordance with the 

pattern shown to Him—He was the Word made flesh. In Jesus we see the same obedience to God 

as was in the life of Moses, for God said that he would "speak to the people all that He 

commanded him,” and this is exactly what we see in the life of Christ:  

 

John 7:16 

“Jesus therefore answered them, and said, ‘My teaching is not Mine, but He who sent Me.’" 

 

John 8:38 

“I speak the things which I have seen in the presence of My Father…" 

 

John 12:49 

“For I do not speak on my own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me 

commandment, what to say and what to speak. And I know that His commandment is eternal life; 

therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father told Me." 

 

Jesus spoke everything exactly as the Father commanded Him. Even more, He acted in 

accordance with everything he heard and witnessed from the Father. He did not deviate from one 

stroke or letter of the law, and so it follows, that our calling is that of our Master. If Jesus 

listened to every word and acted accordingly, then this is our duty as well. To be successful in 

this we must first understand and hold to this essential truth: the kingdom of God is not left to 

our own invention and interpretation. We do EVERYTHING according to the pattern that is in 

the Word, both the written word and the living Word. Why is every detail important? Because 

these are the details of the kingdom—God’s kingdom! To deviate from even the smallest stroke 

is to not only cast ourselves into confusion, but it would be depicting a kingdom that is not of the 

Father.   

 

Sadly, we have not only digressed from the pattern shown to us, we’ve invented our own patterns 

(programs), which bear little resemblance to the pattern laid out in the scriptures, and we have 



consequently led so many into confusion. This is evident in the number of denominations we’ve 

created and doctrines we’ve invented, each with their own pattern and instruction. God is not a 

God of confusion, and nowhere in the building of the tabernacle or the implementation of the 

divine service do we see confusion. Why? Because the people of God did everything according 

to the pattern given to Moses on the mountain. Where Israel found herself in trouble and went 

astray was when she strayed from the very patterns and instructions delivered to her on the 

mountain. So it is with us: contrary to what we may think and believe, God does leave the 

construction and implementation of the kingdom to our invention, intuition, and preferences. In 

fact, God will not even enlist any person to participate in the ushering in of His Kingdom who 

refuses to do so according to His Word, His pattern, and His blueprint. Anything that is of God is 

carried out God’s way. Those who think, believe, and act otherwise run the risk of finding 

themselves among those whom Jesus spoke of in Matthew 7:  

 

Matthew 7:21-23 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but HE  WHO 

DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN. Many will say to me on that day, 

'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in your 

name perform many miracles?’ And I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart  from Me, 

you who practice lawlessness.’" 

 

As we read and meditate upon this week’s portion may God shine His revelation upon the 

heavenly realities towards which these shadows point. For this is our longing: to search and seek 

until we no longer see in part, but in full. Even more, may we learn from the obedience and 

faithfulness of both Moses and Jesus, living and teaching according to the pattern that has been 

laid out by the Master builder:  

 

Hebrews 3:1-6 

“Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High 

Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all 

His house. For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the 

builder of the house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, but the 

builder of all things is God. Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 

testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a Son over 

His house whose house we are, if we hold fast  our confidence and the boast of our hope firm 

until the end." 

 


