
The Purpose of the Law 

 

Today, when we speak of or make reference to the law of God we are usually met with some 

distasteful looks and/or abrasive rebukes. In most places of worship, the law is only spoken of in 

reference to those who are anti-grace or are accused enemies of the gospel. For centuries the law 

has developed an unfavorable reputation both inside and outside of the church, primarily among 

those who profess to follow Jesus Christ—the very One who delivered the law on Sinai. What 

scores of people have failed to discover in their hastiness to discard the law, is that the law of 

God is exactly what Paul says it is:  

 

Romans 7:12 

“So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy righteous and good.” 

 

Why is the law holy, righteous, and good? Because it is the very mind, nature, personality, and 

character of God. For only God is holy, so to proclaim anything else as holy is either idolatry or 

it is completely of Him. So the law is holy because it proceeded from the mouth of a holy God, 

for the purpose of conceiving and rearing holy children. In the process of creating us and rearing 

us in His image, God is using the law to implant His DNA within us. We are to ingest every 

single word because in doing so we are ingesting life, truth, and godliness. Furthermore, God is 

using this law to bring us to our final destination, which the apostle Paul says is “the mystery 

which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His 

saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 

the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:26-27). This is the end to 

which God is moving us, and we will not reach full maturity unless we learn to walk in the 

manner that He walked (1John 2:5-6). How, then, did He walk? He faithfully obeyed every 

single command from the Father. Whatever Jesus saw or heard from the Father, that is what He 

lived (John 15:10). Jesus was able to live obediently because he followed the law perfectly—

both inwardly and outwardly. Paul also gives us this command:  

 

Philippians 2:5 

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…" 

 

What mind was in Christ? It certainly was not a lawless mind, but a mind governed by the law of 

God. Therefore, if we are to act and walk as Christ did, then we must be of the same mind and of 

the same heart, and if the commands and instructions of the Father were in His mind and heart, 

then it imperative that they be in ours as well! We cannot claim to be followers of Christ if we 

are claiming that the very law His mind was consumed with, the law that guided His steps, the 

very law that He delivered to Moses on Sinai is done away with. To diminish or negate the law is 

to diminish and negate Christ, for He not only lived the Torah of God, but He is the Torah of 

God (John 1:1). Sadly, many of those who have set the law aside will come before Him in the 

future and He will say to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness” (Matthew 7:23). This is a harsh saying, but it’s truth cannot be ignored or 

overlooked: to call Him Lord means to follow His commands, walk according to His precepts, 

and live obediently in His law, and His law is the Father’s law (John 14:24). Try as we may to 

get around this, Jesus made it clear that everything of His was given to Him by the Father.  

 



Finally, it must be noted that the law is not solely a list of “do this” and “don’t do that,” as many 

have been led to believe. This is one of the greatest misconceptions about the law because many 

people have not understood the depth of the law, nor have their eyes been opened to the spiritual 

foundation of the law. Paul tells us that “the Law is spiritual,” but it is we who are fleshly and 

carnal. By nature we are physical beings and thus we perceive the law solely from a fleshly, 

carnal standpoint. It is God who, through His spirit, opens the eyes of men and women, giving 

them the spiritual insight to see His mind, His nature, and His character (1 Corinthians 2:8-16). 

Through His spirit we learn to discern the things that God has given us (the law), things the 

natural man is incapable of seeing. Unless God unveils these spiritual matters, or unless the veil 

is removed (2 Corinthians 3:16-18), man will always view the law from a carnal mindset. Even 

more, Paul says that this mind will also be “hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to 

the law of God, for it is not even able to do so” (Romans 8:7). Sadly, this is the state many 

people find themselves which explains why they (or we) are so vehemently opposed to the law. 

We are incapable of spiritually discerning it, so we opt to abolish it. On the other hand, for those, 

"with unveiled faces,” who have been given a glimpse in to the spiritual depths and mirror of the 

law—which is really the mind, character, nature, and personality of God—have begun to know 

the Torah in the manner that David joyfully appraises:  

 

Psalm 19:7-11 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise 

the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord 

is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of 

the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. They are more desirable than gold, yes, than 

much fine gold; sweeter than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them Thy 

servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward." 

 

 

 


