
Yithro (Exodus 18:1-20:23) 

 

Exodus 18:9-11 

“And Jethro rejoiced over all of the goodness which the Lord had done to Israel, in delivering them from 

the hand of the Egyptians. So Jethro said, ‘Blessed be the Lord who delivered you from the hand of the 

Egyptians and from the hand of Pharaoh, and who delivered the people from under the hand of the 

Egyptians. Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the gods…" 

 

Peering into beginning of this week’s portion, we catch a quick glimpse at a divine response coming 

from a man who appears only a few times in the Bible. From what we can gather, Jethro appears to be a 

very wise, respectable, and godly man. The way he approaches Moses, listens eagerly to all that happened 

with Moses in Egypt, and rejoices in the work of God bears testimony of his character and devotion to 

God. For a man that was not even present during these events, Jethro shares in the excitement as though 

he had witnessed it all firsthand. How understated and overlooked, then, are his immediate responses to 

bless God for the deliverance of Israel, and his acknowledgement of the name and superiority of God.   

 

It must quickly be noted that the attitude and response of Jethro stands in stark contrast to the response of 

the Israelites. Sadly, they saw firsthand the glorious works of the Lord in the dividing of the sea, the 

splitting of the rock, the manna from heaven, and the defeat of Amalek; though they initially rejoiced, the 

joy was short-lived because they quickly became contentious with the Lord and refused to sustain 

their faith and obedience. By contrast, Jethro was not present to witness firsthand the works of the Lord as 

the Israelites did, yet he “rejoiced over the goodness which the Lord had done to Israel,” and he blessed 

the Lord, acknowledging His wonderful deeds. Almost immediately after receiving the news from 

Moses, Jethro exclaims,  

 

Exodus 18:11 

“Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the gods; indeed, it was proven when they dealt proudly 

against the people." 

 

Here Jethro demonstrates a humble response to the sovereign work and lordship of God. In fact, this is the 

response God was seeking not only from His own people, but also from the Egyptians—and all mankind 

for that matter. In Exodus 14, God tells Moses that “I will be honored through Pharaoh and his army, 

and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord” (14:4). Again, In Exodus 9, God declares to Pharaoh, 

“But, indeed, for this cause I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power, and in order to 

proclaim My name through all the earth” (9:16). God’s intention was, first and foremost, to consecrate 

His name across the earth. Unfortunately, Pharaoh refused to acknowledge the sovereignty of God 

because his heart had become hardened, and because he continued to exalt himself (Exodus 9:17). Though 

Pharaoh’s heart prevented him from acknowledging the God of Israel as the supreme God, God’s purpose 

was accomplished nonetheless, not only in the presence of His people, but among the nations as well:  

 

Exodus 15:14-16 

“The people have heard, they tremble; anguish has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia. Then the chiefs of 

Edom were dismayed; the leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; all the inhabitants of Canaan have 

melted away. Terror and dread fall upon them; by the greatness of Thine arm they are motionless as 

stone; until Thy people pass over, O Lord, until the people pass over whom Thou hast purchased." 

 

The nations heard of the great deeds of God and they trembled and were dismayed. During this time the 

God of Israel not only delivered an unknown people while simultaneously dismantling a superpower, but 

He accomplished His greater purpose: establishing His name as THE Name to be remembered through the 



ages, the Name that would strike fear and awe in the hearts of men. In the defining moment of 

their deliverance, the people of Israel sang out:  

 

Exodus 15:11 

“Who is like Thee among the gods, O Lord? Who is like Thee, majestic in holiness, awesome in praises, 

working in wonders.” 

 

This song of Moses, which retells the narrative of Israel’s deliverance by the hand of their mighty God, 

became the collective blessing upon the lips of God’s people, be it Jethro or any who see and hear of the 

awesome deeds of God; this blessing is the humble acknowledgement that there is no other like the Lord 

our God. From this, we understand that the story of the Exodus is so much more than the tale of a Hebrew 

who parts the sea with his staff, delivering the people from the big bad Pharaoh. No, this historical 

phenomenon is one of the foundations of God’s interaction with and revelation to mankind. It is here, in 

this narrative, that God purchases and delivers an insignificant nation in divine fashion from the clasps of 

a world power, and it is here that God etches His name and His sovereignty on the pillar of history and 

humanity: “The Lord is greater than all gods!”  

 

In our present time, God intends and even commands that this monumental event be passed and 

recalled from generation to generation (Exodus 10:2;12:26,27), and that the words of Jethro echo in the 

praises and households of all of God’s people. Though we were not there to experience the 

Exodus firsthand, we recall, commemorate, and participate in it all the same. In fact, we make every effort 

to rejoice, shower blessings, and offerings of thanksgiving as though we just emerged from the parted 

waters. Why? Because this redemption is our collective story of deliverance from Egypt, from Babylon, 

and ultimately from the oppression of sin. Even more, it is our collective proclamation that there is but 

one God who delivers in awesome power and stands above all gods, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob!   

 

Exodus 18:11-12 

“Blessed be the Lord who delivered you… Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the gods; indeed, 

it was proven when they dealt proudly against the people." 

 

Finally, what is more beautiful and significant about these “simple” words proclaimed by Jethro is that 

they echo and point to a greater, more magnificent chorus: the song of Moses, the song of the Lamb 

recorded in the book of Revelation:  

 

Revelation 15:3-4 

“And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servant of God and the song of the Lamb, saying, 'Great and 

marvelous are Thy works, O Lord God the Almighty; Righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of the 

nations. Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy; For all the nations 

will come and worship before Thee, for Thy righteous acts have been revealed.’" 

 


